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THE 1 HLDI.KHI Rt; (iROl’P 


bv 


dr j, ii. R1TIN01R 


A few yean ago a large number of people began to 
feel anxious about a growing distrust of America which 
was making itself manifest in We •stern Europe and 
which was paralleled by a similar distrust of Western 
Europe in America. This feeling caused considerable 
apprehension on both sides of the Atlantic and in 1952 
1 U lt that it was of live lust importance to try to remove 
this suspicion, distrust, and lack ol confidence which 
threatened to jeopardize the post-war work of the 
Western Allies. 

I thi'M'li u •' approached H.R.H. Prince Bernhard, Dr 
Paul Rykens, and M. Paul van /eel.uul with the sug- 
gestion that we should organize some unofficial and 
private meetings to discuss the difficulties and dangers 
which were causing us 10 much anxiety. To these meet- 
ings w e wi mid inv it 1 ■ miUiential and reliable people who 
1 arriecl the respect of those working in the field oi 
national and international allairs and wdiose prisonal 
1 ontact with men at the summit of public activity could 
help to smooth over these difficulties. 

Acting on the advice of my three friends, I appi".u h«d 
about a dozen Othc> people, vi/.: Mr. Hugh t »aitskell, 
M.ijor-( »enei al Su ( "1 1I111 ( Jubbitts, Mi. I Be B)Ot n Kraft, 
M. Cuv Mullet, l)r Rudolf Mueller, M. Antoine l'iruy. 
M. P. Pipinelis, M. Max Brauer, Marshal ol the R.A.I . 
Lord Portal of H tinge rford, Ambassador Quaroni, and 
Signoi dr ( iaspei i. In OUT view the improvement of re- 
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1. irons between America .mil l.umpc ought tint to 
unde rtakcn through any special publicity or propa- 
ganda, since it was of far greater consequence to us to 
have mutual understanding anti goodwill among mr|l 
occupying the highest positions in the life of each country 
than to try to influence the man in the street directly. 
We had to consider how it would he jxosible to hold 
frank and full discussions on these problems. In official 
international meetings, which are attended by repre- 
sentatives accompanied by a retinue of experts and civil 
servants, there are few opportunities for discussion, for 
three reasons: 

t. Through fear of indiscretion, representatives dis- 
cuss only the problems, not their mutual reactions 
or the reactions those problems would provoke 
among the Western countries. 

2. They arc swamped by details and practical con- 
siderations instead of being able to go to the core 
of the subject under discussion. 

3. If they are not able to reach agreement on a certain 
point they shelve it in order to avoid giving the im- 
pression of disunity. 

Consequently, incidents occur which could have been 
foreseen and which arc almost unavoidable in such 

circumstances. , , 

On the other hand, when international meetings lake 

place between representatives of only a few countm s 
not all inter-related problems can be discussed, because 
there is no adequate representation to emphasize the 

points of all individual countries. 

Finallv. the leaders of public life arc not only pohn- 

cians. Other big interests— religious, financial, »'««•' 

trial, trade-unionist, intellectual— are also response 

■ 

for the relationship among countries. 
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The second point wc had to consider consisted in cn- 
Miring that frank conversations 1 nuUi take place without 
running the 1 ivk of Ix-ing misinterpreted by the press and 
that there should 1>< n<> interminable speeches for the 
sak< of public ity. It was dear, therefore, that such con* 
venations had to be conducted privately, unofficially, 
and confidentially, and for this reason we decided not to 
admit the press to our meetings, restricting publicity in 
grnei.il to one or two very short communiques which do 
not go into any details, nor mention any individual 
speakers, in order to ensure that neither the subject of 
our dm uwions nor the names of the paid. ipanis should 
be given any publicity. Experience has proved this course 
to be the right one, since our debates take plat e in .1 spirit 
of complete frankness and discretion, arid participants 
are never afraid that anything they say will Ik- used 

against them. , 

Everybody who attends our meetings does so in his 

private capacity even if he is the leadrr of a government, 
a party, or an association, and thus he is not responsible 

to his supporters for anything he may say . 

In order not to be accused of suiting an unofficial 
nnlitiral “mafia**, we decided from the outs* 1 imt locnn- 
Lder o’l ns. Ism,,, 4 u v-making body but .0 have - our 
prim ipal aim the smoothing over ofdifliculnes and ten- 
dencies among countries and the finding of a common 
approach in the various fields— political, cultiira , 
economic, and social. Moreover, we do not contemplate 
taking any dim, action. W. draw tfie a«tent,o,^«dj. 
mg organizations to the points in question; what tlu.se 

organizations do remains ihcir own \°[ 

this side of our work, however, we have always had the 
ta.il approval «.f the (,..v mmentt of the countries to 

which the participant* belong. 
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Wc have tried to attract to our i jn nip, and out attempt 
Iho bri ll mu i rwlul, people of various tendencies, mU 
though we have not considered it necessary to have a 
representative of every tendency of every national group. 
We think there is no necessity for instance to have every 
Catholic country represented by a ( atholic and every 
Protestant country represented by a Protestant. We be. 
lievc dial wr should invite to our group a certain number 
of Catholics wherever they may come from, as long as 
they have full authority within their sphere of influence, 
and of count* this applies equally to Protestants. In the 
saini* way with trade-unionists, it has not proved neces- 
sary to have a representative of trade-unionists from all 
the Western European countries. For this reason also it 
has lx*en our custom to invite n pn -tentative* in the pro- 
portion of one-third politicians and one-fifth business 
men and trade-unionists, the remainder being inti llrc- 
t vials, professional men, and other leaders of public 
opinion. The first essential is undoubtedly to have men 
o! abv4utr personal and political integrity; the second, 
to have men of real international standing, or whose 
position in their own countries is such as to give them 
considerable influence in at least an important section 
of the population, men who in their own field hold a 
position of authority and enjoy the confidence of their 
fellow-men ; the third, to have men with no obvious 
nationalistic bias and who are broad-minded when it 
comes to other people’s problems which rnay conflict 
with their own; last, but not least, men who, in addition 
to 1 hr qualifications just mrntinnrd, tan In* considered 
as animated by the highest public spirit. 

It was further decided that to ensure all these con- 
ditions no official organization or association would Ik* 
tel up, and no party, tendency or interest asked to nonvi* 
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uaU' their representative Instead, wr would choose the 
[leoplr to be invited to take part in our meetings, mostly 
guided by the nature of the subjects to be discussed, and 
using great care to preserve a strict balance. This de* 
cision has proved a wise one. We hold round- table con- 
ferences with people whom we btBeVC represent the 
general opinion of the leaders of their country. At our 
Hirelings, howeve r, wr draw conc lusions, but (he re is no 
voting on resolutions. 

f )ur i hair man is I I K. II. Prince Bernhard. At our first 
meeting, however, M. van Zeeland | n sided, while at 
our first international gathering at Rildrrberg the chair- 
manship was held in rotation, as fblhiws: Prim c Bern- 
hard, a Belgian, an American. For various reasons it was 
later fin id< cl t h.it M would I - letter to have fine chair- 
man, and to the satisfaction and pleasure of all con- 
cerned H.R.II. Prim e Bernhard aci eptrd this position. 
He is the convenor of our international mrrtings, m * r 
which he also presides. I am hum II resjxmsiblr for all 
the spadework for the group as a whole, as well as for 
the members for Western Europe, while Mr J< |»!» 
E. Johnson undertakes similar work in the American 
group, Mr. Paul Ry kens is the superintendent of our 
treasury. 

A Steering Committee ha* m»w bre® set up which is 
comjx imcI of the original mcmlx imui the European side, 
except that the late Signor de (ia&prri has been replaced 
by Signor Ainiiitme J .infant. In addition, thr following 
persons have become membcfi: Sir Terence Aim, Mr. 
Jens Christian Hauge, Mr. I). Ilralrv, Mr. E. N. van 
Kh liens, Mr. Reginald Maiidlmg, Mr. Alfred Kolx-ns, 
Professor Carlo Schmid, and Mr. Otto Wolff von 
Amemngen. On t tic American side tlx t« are five inrm- 
txrs in addition t<> Mr Johnson, viz. : Mr. Oroige Ball, 
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Mr lolrn H. Ferguson, Mr. H.J. Heinz, Mr. George 

Ncbolinc. and Mr. If . 

So far as participants in the international conferences 

arc concerned, the main core remains the same, hm since 
0,,-re are a lw.iv< ditVerent problems to be stutlied d.tler- 
ent people must be inviml to each conference. 

It is our desire to keep this group as a loosely knit 
association with no rules of procedure except those 
aeon, red bv expeiie.u « I this reason, and be, am.- ol 
the fact that there are no properly established olhces, 
the central office having been set up m my own flat the 
running expense* arc very small. Moreover I myself as 
honorary secretary involve the group m no financial 
obligations; only my immediate collaborators, consist- 
ing of not more than four people, receive any remuncra- 
linn. Apart from the cost of running the «|lu ' . the ex- 
penses consist mainly in covering the cost of meetings of 
the Steering Committee and ol international confer- 
ences It must lie added, however, that the hospitality at 
these conferences is always offered by the host country, 
while the cost Ol the wo, k of the sec rel.iriat. simultaneous 
interpretation, translation, printing, etc., ,s borne by the 
international secretariat. The total expenditure there- 
fore is small and has so far been covered completely by 
private subscriptions. Thus the money received or 
spent has no strings, political or otherwise, attached 

Most of the year 195a was spent in private consulta- 
tions between two or three people. A first meeting was 
held in Paris on 35 September 1952 and was ettendCO 

by all the original members of the R^up- nl JJ.* 
Bernhard of the Netherlands, Mr. Hugh Gaitskell. b,r 

• How and the nuo-Kuropean thr 

AnKtWan. joined our |Mup be e»,»U»n«t Uter. 


CollA Gubbins, M. Guy Mollcu Dr Rudolf Mueller, 
M. Antoine Piiiiy, M. P. Piptnelis, Dr J, H. Rctingcr, 
Mr, Paul Rykcm, and M. Paul van Zeeland* The only 
two who could not attend were Lord Portal and Signor 
dr Gaspcri. At this meeting we diw uswd what could l>c 
done to improve American- European relations and 08 k 
the initiative ol M. van Zeeland we dn :d rd to set up a 
corresponding group in the United States. 

In November 1952 I went to the United States. Soon 
afterwards came H.R.H. Prince Bernliard and, finally, 
M, van Zeeland. We approached certain memlx-is ot 
the Democratic administration which was still in office. 
Mr. Am n il i larriman was especially interested in this 
woi k, but of ci Hirer tlie new admiimtration had to Ik- 
consulted and, on the advice of members of the 1 ruman 
administration, WC approached Republican leaders. 
H.R.IL Prince Her tih.trd, M- van Zeeland and my- 


self contacted a large number of Americans of both 
parties and their reaction was always very good. Owing 
to the change of administration and for other practical 
reasons, it took some time to form an American group. 

I trial ly, however, through the good offices of Mr. G* D. 
Jackson and Mr. John Coleman, an American group 
was constituted and it wav decided to call a conference 
which actually look place in Bitdcrbcrg from 29 to 31 
May 1954* f 

I 'iter on Ml Coleman wav obliged, »n atcouni <>■ 
illness, to retire from the chairmanship of the Amei ic.m 
Irani and u.o Micceeded by Mr. Dean Rusk. Ii vv.is 
thought useful to a[>[>oint an American honorary 
secretary, who was, and still b. Mr. Joseph E. Johnson. 

During the four years whit h followed, other countries 
were invited to join in our work and partkijKtnis rt 
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our meetings: Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Frfhcc; 
(.rrni.my, Gttcce, Italy, thr Netherlands, Norway, 
Portugal, Sweden, and Switzerland. Ftnin outside 
Kuropr, apart from Americans, wc have had at our con- 
ferences personalities from Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand and Pakistan. So far four plenary coiilerem < 

have been held: 

t. Bilderberg, Oosterbeek, 

Holland 29-31 May 1954 

2. Barbizon, France 18 20 March 1955 

3. Garmisch-Partenkirchen, 

Germany 23-25 September 1 955 

4. Fredensborg, Denmark 11-13 May 1956 

The themes discussed were: 

The altitude towards Communism and the Soviet 
U nion . 

The attitude towards dependent arras and peoples 
overseas. 

The attitude towards economic policies and problems. 
1 hr attitude towards European integration and the 
European Defence Community* 

Communist infiltration in various Western countries. 
The Uncommitted Peoples: 

(а) political and ideological aspects; 

(б) economic aspects. 

Article 2 of the North Atlantic Treaty, 

The political and strategic aspects of atomic energy. 
The reunification of Germany. 

European unity. 

The industrial aspects of atomic energy. 

Economic problems: 

(a) East-West trade, 

(b) The political aspects of convertibility. 

(c) Expansion of international trade. 

ID 


I he causes of the growth of anti-Western blocs in 
particular in the United Nations. 

The role played by ami-colonialism in the relations 
between Asians and Westerners. 

A common approach by the Western world towards 
( ’hin, 1 and the emergent nations of South and East 
Asia. 

The Ciunmiinist campaign for political subversion or 
control of the newly emancipated u mnt rirs of Asia. 

How best the West can meet Asian requirements in 
the technical and economic fields. 

A Steering Oimmittrr was tunned [rum the original 
founders of the group, in which the Americans men- 
tioned above now participate. Subjects which do not 
in < d a long preparation as iar as pajiers tobe presented 
,n v com l i ned, and (01 w Inc h an attendant r of fifteen to 
twenty people seems sufficient, are discussed from time 
to lime in this smaller group. 

Since the group is not a |Hilicy-making body, its 
principal object twdng to smooth over diffic u ltie s be- 
tween Westei n Europe and the United Slates with a 
view tO improving their mutual relations, together with 
difficulties among European countries or even certain 
extra-European countries, it would be impossible to 
< 1 1 tiii* what the group has achieved. leii.iiiilv 
provide a mceting-pla* e l<a various dislingiiidit d 
son ali ties having authority in their own particular 
fields of action. We have found that ill fl Hi hange of views 
is very helpful, and may sometimes produce new 
ideas, and that in a way the group may be a factory of 
initiative. Wc decided, howeve r, that none of the new 
ideas and initiatives would be developed by the group, 
but that they should lie passed on to some persons or 
organization who could further develop them. 

1 1 



HI 1.1)1 J< HI K(; CONFKRENCi-s 


LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
CHAIRMAN: 

H.R.H. Tut Prime op Tilt Netherlands 


t 


* 


HONOR A RY SEC R E'l'ARY : 

J. 11. ReTIKGKK 


l MILD MAILS HONORARY SF.ORKTARY: 

Josf.ph F.. Johnson 


* * 


Airey, Sir Terence United Kingdom 

Andre'.. Robert France 

H.R.H. Prince Axel op Denmark Denmark 


Rail, George W. 
de Beaumont, Guerin 
Becu, Omkr 


l ’ sited States 
France 

Confederation op 
Free Trade 
Unions 


Berg, Frit/. 

Bingham, George Barry 
Blum, Robert 
B iiwnwN, Pierre 
BoOTHBY, Sir Robert 
Brauf.r, Max 
Brown, Irving 
Bruce, Fraser W. 
Burckiiardt, Care J. 


Germany 
United Stated 
United States 
Belgium 

United Kingdom 
Germany 
United States 
Canada 
S wiTZERL \M> 




Notice: This material may be protected by copyright law 
(Title 17, U.S, Code). This copy may not be further 
reproduced or distributed without the specific 
authorization of the Hoover Institution Archives, 
Stanford, CA 94305-6010. 



Buzzard, Sir Anthony, Bt. 

United Kingdom 

Golden, (’unton S. 

United States 

Cafiero, Raffaf.le 

Italy 

Gross, Hi kmirt 

Germany 

Camu, Lous 

Belgium 

Grl'Knthf.r, Alfred M. 

N.A.T.O. 

CAVENDISH-BENTINCK, V. 

United Kingdom 

Gv rrins, Sir Coun 

United Kingdom 

Christiansen, Hakon 

Denmark 

Gcillacmf, Baron J. 

Belgium 

** Cislek, Walker L* 

United States 

Hallctlin, Walther 

Germany 

Cl4ment*Cuzin, Ren#, 

France 

'^Hai’GE, Gabriel 

United Statu 

C lithe roe* The Ix>rd 

United Kingdom 

Hauoe, Jens Ciikisuan 

Norway 

Coleman, John S. 

United States 

Healey, Denis W. 

United Kingdom 

Cool, Auoim 

Belgium 

-Hkilpkkis, Michael A. 

United States 

Cowles, Gardner 

United States 

“"Heinz, H.J. 11 

United States 

Growth ER, Geoffrey 

United Kingdom 

Heyn, Rolf 

Germany 

Davies, Clement 

United Kingdom 

Hirschfeld, H. M. 

Netherlands 

Dean, Arthur Hobson 

United States 

Holgii, Leif 

Norway 

I )f. house, Fernand 

Belgium 

Hoffman, Paul G. 

United States 

Delmer, D. Sefton 

United Kingdom 

Hope, The Lord John 

United Kingdom 

Dodge, Joseph N. 

United States 

Hyde, H. Montgomery 

United Kingdom 

D rapier, Jean 

Be t gium 

Issiay, Tilt. Ixird 

N.AXO. 

Ducket, R, 

France 

•■“Jackson, C. D. 

United States 

Dupuy, Pierre 

Canada 

Jay, Nelson Dean 

Imtd Statu 

Erlek, Fritz 

Germany 

Kanellopoulos, P. 

Greece 

Fanpam, Amintore 

Italy 

Kaptbyn, P.J. 

Netherlands 

Faure, XL 

France 

Kf.nnan, George F. 

United States 

'Ferguson, John If, 

United States 

Kiswick, John 

United Kingdom 

Flanders, Ralph E. 

l mtu) States 

KlESINGF.R, KURT-GeORG 

Germany 

Foster, John 

United Kingdom 

van Kleffens, E. N. 

Netherlands 

Franks, Sir Oliver 

United Kingdom 

Koninosbercer, V. J. 

Netherlands 

Gaitskell, Hugh 

United Kingdom 

Kraft, Ole Bjorn 

Denmark 

Garner, Robert L. 

United States 

I.ETOCRNI Af, 1 I AN 

W % M 

France 

Geddes, GJ. 

United Kingdom 

I.EVFRKLFHN, P, M. A. 

Germany 

Glyer, G. P. Th; 

Germany 

Lindi.braerkl, Sjl R 

Norway 


*♦ 


•5 

























* 










I jit Li f dies* f Edward 
Mm »t»j, i fiov \nni F. 
Marjoun, Robert 
Mason, Edward S. 

Mai dung, Reginai u 
Mai roiji, AndrJL 
M< (tin i , Cforge C, 

Ml NNE, A I EXANDKR 

Mnr, I in m 

Moi tn n. Km 1 1/ P. 

Moi t i,i, (ii v 
Mon, Roger 

Mi m i mi Ki ixit.p 
Mi Kfiiv, Rom mt 

NeBOUUCB, GroROB 
N 1 I / I . J ' M 3 II 

Omk ik Sm Ki mi 
Our in, Bertie 
Ol l» N’BROEK, J. H. 
OOMTt RIIUD, II. 

OOYFVAAR, J. J. 

OPPI Sill JM, DuMIAS 
Parker, Cola G. 

Part rat, Avtoink 
Paitou 9 Gtuuo 
Perkin*, Giorgi W. 
PlETTR, J ACQlfEI 
Pilkington, Sir Harry 
P lNAY, AnTOIHI 
Pi PI Nil LIS, P. 

Pi m i iii Yi m pro 




I'm i rd Slat* % 

Italy 

France 

Umii i) Statu 
I m I I I* Kingdom 
Kras* i 

United St ATT a 

Germany 

Norway 

Austria 

France 

Hi I GIl’M 
GERMANY 

l sited States 
United States 

i MUD St AT FA 
At stralia 

SwEDl N 
Nktiii k lands 
N l lilt kl ANIW 
Nl I lit HI AND® 
United Kingdom 

United States 
France 
I tai v 

United States 

I RANGE 

I m li u Kingdom 

I rani i 
Greece 

I r ALY 


j6 


Qtamom, P. 

Rorens, Ai i hid 

RcmERlNON, N. A. 

Room i fi i i r, David 
R( inning, Chi wi r A 
R< <0 N HI MO, LUDWTG 
RfrtM. PAIUO 

hi Kona mont v I)t nd 
-R ns, Dean 
Ryckmam, Pit rri 
Rykkni, Paul 

SaNDI 1 R, RU KAktl 
Soar i* a, Gino 
Schmid, Carlo 

ScitNI ll>EK, KrNVI (tIORO 

ScilNIT/1 1 k. \V„ F. 

Si i mor. Sir John 
S* >hi , Hans GOntih k 
Slav |< * i rii P. Jr, 
Sparkman, John J. 

Spoiford, Chari is 
Steenr e RG 1 1 r., M P L. 

SfEKNRI KOI R , I )OLI 

Stone, I iiomas 

Tfrkmjlv, Terrel M. 

Tim is ii s, Hi nui nj 1 .. G* 

l homo w. II. 

Ulrich, Ruv Ennes 
Valetta, V ittorio 
it i v \M i i i Pm ssiN, IvniNNE 
Verrijn Stuart, G. M. 

*7 


I f AI V 

( MTI II KiNGIm iii 

( AN AD A 

United States 

t A NAD A 

Germany 

I t AI Y 

Switzerland 
l NiTi D State* 

lit i r;n \t 
Nt rm h lands 
S w t l>| N 
1 TALY 
Cl R MANY 
C»l RMANY 

Km i ld Statu 

IMi * t> Kivi.i* iv 
Gt RMANY 

United States 
Unhid States 
United States 
N ino HI ANH 
Germany 

C YNADA 
I )t NMAKK 
Nw » Dl N 
G I RMANY 

Portugal 

Italy 

Hi I Glt'M 
Nl IIII RI AND* 




>tected by copyright law 
nay not be further 
ut the specific 
itution 


Notice: This material may be protected by copyright law 
(Title 17, U.S. Code). This copy may not be further 
reproduced or distributed without the specific 
authorization of the Hoover Institution Archives, 
Stanford, CA 94305-6010. 




















Dy right law 
rther 














Voisin, Andre 
Waldenstrom, M. 
van Walsem, II. F. 

Webb, Sir Clifton 
Wilcox, F rancis O. 

Willems, Jean 
W lLUAMSON, 'I'OM 

Wolff von Ameroncen, Otto 
Zafrulla Khan, Sir Muhammad 
van Zeeland, Paul 
Zeller bach, J, D. 


18 


France 
Sweden 
Netherlands 
New Zealand 
United States 
Belgium 

United Kingdom 
Germany 
Pakistan 
Belgium 
United States 



Notice: This material may be protected by copyright 
f Title 17, U.S. Code). This copy may not be further 
reproduced or distributed without the specific 
authorization of the Hoover Institution Archives, 
Stanford, CA 94305-6010. 


law 


■■ 









Notice: This material may be protected by copyright law 
(Title 17, U.S. Code). This copy may not be further 
reproduced or distributed without the specific 
authorization of the Hoover Institution Archives, 
Stanford, CA 94305-6010. 










